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The members of VFW Post 711 remind us

that the loyal, patriotic citizen expects no great
reward for coming to his country’s aid. On the
contrary, a devoted patriot seeks only that his
country flourishes.

When it comes to honoring their country,
their faith, and their comrades, the veterans of
post 711 have demonstrated both the wisdom
to know the right thing to do, and the will to
do it. Truly, they have lived up to the obliga-
tions of loyalty, patriotism, and service.

To be a loyal citizen means to achieve a
high standard of caring seriously about the
well-being of one’s Nation. I am proud to
honor and praise VFW, Post 711 for exceed-
ing this standard. Congratulations for your 75
year history of community pride and American
patriotism.
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AGRICULTURAL WATER DELIVERY
ACT
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Mr. CRAPO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce legislation to help remedy a problem
that is particularly burdensome to the water
delivery companies in the West. Like many
seasonal businesses, complying with the Fair
Labor Standards Act has become a huge bur-
den to both water delivery companies and
their employees.

Irrigation has never nor will it ever be a 40
hour a week job. During peak agricultural
months, water must be managed and deliv-
ered continually. Later in the year, the work
load is light, consisting mainly of maintenance
duties. Time off and winter compensation have
been the methods of compensating for over-
time during these peak agricultural months. In-
stead of being allowed to offer their employ-
ees winter compensation or time off, water de-
livery companies must now lay off water deliv-
ery personnel after the peak agricultural
months.

Under current law, contained at 29 U.S.C.,
sec 213(b)(12), an exemption from the maxi-
mum hour requirement exists for employees
hired to work in conjunction with water delivery
companies that deliver water ‘‘exclusively’’ for
agricultural use. This exemption was designed
specifically to address the unique problems
faced by water delivery companies when com-
plying with the Fair Labor Standards Act.

Under the current interpretation of the law,
water delivery organizations must deliver their
water ‘‘exclusively’’ for agricultural purposes to
qualify. For many water delivery organizations
who deliver a small portion of their water for
nonagricultural purposes, this interpretation
has been disastrous. They are unable to ben-
efit from the exemption even though it was de-
signed with water delivery companies in mind.

I am introducing legislation that would ex-
pressly set the requirement of water to be ulti-
mately delivered for agriculture purposes at 75
percent. This adjustment more accurately re-
flects the realities of agricultural water deliv-
ery. It would also benefit agricultural employ-
ees by making it possible for employers to
provide them with year-round compensation
rather than seasonal wages.

IN HONOR OF CARMEN
MALDONADO: WOMAN OF THE
YEAR
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Carmen Maldonado, a woman
of distinguished character and grace. The
Puerto Rican Society of Elizabeth, Inc. will
honor her with its Woman of the Year Award
on April 28 in Linden, NJ.

Mrs. Maldonado arrived in New York from
her native Puerto Rico in 1950. While living in
New York, she met and married Sal
Maldonado and later moved to Elizabeth with
their children Edgar, Joseph, Carmen, and
Edna Isabel. Shortly thereafter, Mrs.
Maldonado began working with the Elizabeth
Board of Education. For a quarter of a cen-
tury, she has dedicated herself to improving
our educational system. As a liaison between
the community and the school district, Mrs.
Maldonado interacts with the students, par-
ents, and teachers to create a better environ-
ment for our school children.

Mrs. Maldonado genuinely cares about her
community. She dedicates her energy to var-
ious community services that aid the citizens
of Elizabeth. For example, Mrs. Maldonado
devotes her time to improving city services for
the elderly as a board member of Community
Services for Senior Citizens. Her charitable
committment to the community does not stop
there. She is also involved in improving the
educational needs of the adult community, an
active member of P.R.O.C.E.E.D., Inc. and
president of the local Y.M.C.A. With her busy
schedule as a full time mother and career
woman, Mrs. Maldonado still finds time to help
her community.

In addition, Mrs. Maldonado is a member of
other organizations, including the Puerto Rican
Society of Elizabeth, Inc. and Saint Patrick’s
School and Church. Over the course of her
distinguished career, Mrs. Maldonado has won
many awards. She has been honored by the
Hispanic Association of Saint Patrick’s and
has received the Elizabeth Port Pride Day
Good Neighbor Award.

Mrs. Maldonado’s committment to the peo-
ple of Elizabeth exemplifies the true meaning
of compassion, dedication, and service. I ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs.
Carmen Maldonado, an outstanding individual.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on
the 25th anniversary of the founding of Foster
City, CA to pay tribute to the city and its citi-
zens for building an exemplary community.

Foster City was originally founded and de-
veloped by T. Jack Foster. In 1960 he ac-
quired the 4 square miles known as Brewers
Island in order to begin building a vision that
today we honor as a dream fulfilled. The origi-
nal concept was to develop a balanced com-

munity able to function physically, economi-
cally, and socially to meet the needs and de-
sires of its residents.

A massive construction operation was nec-
essary to convert the land into a new city of
the future. Eighteen million cubic yards of fill
were necessary to provide gradient for the
storm water runoff and cover for the utility
lines as well as support for the buildings. Two
hundred and thirty acres of lagoons had to be
created to collect the storm water and hold it
for pumping into the Bay. Drinking water was
later brought to Foster City through the City of
San Mateo from the San Francisco water sys-
tem.

Foster City faced a number of adversities
both political and physical. The engineering
challenge of creating Foster City from the
marshlands of Brewer’s Island required enor-
mous financial backing, but this did not deter
its developers. For 5 years the Foster City
Community Association fought an intense
legal battle with the district board to obtain in-
corporation of the city. Despite the daunting
task, the citizens of Foster City overcame the
mire of bureaucracy to deliver on a promise
that T. Jack Foster had originally envisioned.
On April 27, 1971 Foster City was incor-
porated thus establishing a council/city man-
ager form of local government with a five
member city council. By 1971 there were more
than 10,000 residents of this emerging com-
munity, and they voted to incorporate as a
city. Since that time, public facilities, commer-
cial developments, and new homes have con-
tinued to be built.

Foster City is a community of people dedi-
cated to the purpose of education and main-
taining the quality of life of the community. In
keeping with these commitments, 1996 marks
the opening of a new library, a remodeled
recreation center, and an updated Brewer Is-
land Elementary School. Foster City remains a
planned community today—dedicated to the
fundamental values that ultimately enrich
America as a whole.

Today, Foster City is widely regarded in the
San Francisco Bay Area as one of the pre-
eminent communities in which to live. Prosper-
ity has come with stability. It is the proud
home of over 30,000 people. It is especially
meaningful for me to be able to rise today on
behalf of each of those citizens to pay tribute
to the city they call home.

Mr. Speaker, on this day, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the celebration
of Foster City’s Silver Anniversary, and I invite
my colleagues to join me in congratulating the
community of Foster City for its admirable ac-
complishments and outstanding determination.
f
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Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to recognize an outstand-
ing individual who resides in my district, Fran-
cisco ‘‘Frank’’ J. Garcia. Frank was recently
recognized by the Points of Light Foundation
for his exceptional community service, 1 of
just 20 recipients of the prestigious 1996
President’s Service Award.

Frank is a local restaurant owner in Ana-
heim, CA. His restaurant, La Casa Garcia, is
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